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Nov. 21, 2006
Contact: Daniel Kemmis, senior fellow, UM Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 406-2437703, kemmis@crmw.org.
UM CONFERENCE TO ADDRESS FOREST SERVICE CHALLENGES
MISSOULA —
The U.S. Forest Service has shepherded America’s forest for 100 years, and now an
upcoming University of Montana conference will discuss the hurdles the agency will face
during its next century.
“Challenges Facing the U.S. Forest Service: A Critical Review” will be held Tuesday
and Wednesday, Nov. 28-29, in the University Center Theater. The event is sponsored by
UM’s O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West with support from the Cinnabar
Foundation.
The conference costs $40 to attend, and people can register by calling 406-243-7700 or
visiting http://crmw.org.
Featured speakers will include Char Miller, senior fellow at the Pinchot Institute for
Conservation in Washington, D.C.; Jack Ward Thomas, Forest Service chief during 1993-96;
Mark Rey, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s undersecretary for natural resources and
environment; and Mitch Friedman, executive director of Conservation Northwest.
“We’re very pleased with the depth and breadth of experience that our speakers bring
to this conference,” said Daniel Kemmis, O’Connor Center senior fellow. “We’ve got
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outstanding historical perspectives, as well as people who are at the cutting edge of what’s
happening now. I’m looking forward to every single presentation.”
Kemmis said the conference is especially timely right now, as Forest Service Centennial
events around the country this year highlighted the unique relationship between the American
people and its national forests, including the challenges and opportunities arising from that
relationship.
“Also, the lead-up to the 2008 general election provides an opportunity to engage the
nation in a meaningful discussion about the future of our national forests,” he said. “Growing
bipartisan interest in a western states regional presidential primary also may provide an
unusual amount of attention of our region’s issues —many of which are public-lands issues.”
UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West is a regional studies and public policy
center. The Cinnabar Foundation, which focuses on conservation issues, is headquartered in
Helena.
Following is a conference schedule:
Tuesday, Nov. 28
7:30 p.m. - “Crisis Management: Challenge and Controversy in Forest Service
History” by Char Miller.
Wednesday, Nov. 29
8:30 a.m. - welcoming remarks by Pat Williams, O’Connor Center senior fellow.
9 a.m. - “Wither Goest Thou, My Old Friend?” by Jack Ward Thomas.
10:30 a.m. --“Bigger Fish to Fry?” by Mitch Friedman.
11:30 a.m. - brief historical reflections by Miller.
1:30 p.m. - keynote address by Mark Rey.
2:30 p.m. - brief historical reflections by Miller.
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3:30 p.m. —“National Forest Conservation: Preserving Principle and Idealism” by Jim
Posewitz, executive director of the Cinnabar Foundation.
4:15 p.m. -- a conference summary and look ahead with Kemmis and Williams.
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NOTE: Members of the media are welcome to attend all conference lectures free of charge.
CBS
Local, specialized western, dailies
112006crmw

